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Purpose of report 

At the Transport, Infrastructure and Environment Committee on 10 February 
2009 a motion by Councillor Mowat was approved that requested the Director 
of City Development consider the possibility of permanent routing of traffic 
round Charlotte Square. This report provides a response to that motion. 

Main report 

On 10 February 2009 the Transport, Infrastructure and Environment Committee 
agreed that a report be brought forward to consider the routing of traffic round 
Charlotte Square as mitigation against tram related works that will be proposed 
as part of the tram Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs). 

In developing the TROs for the tram project, traffic routing concerns have been 
raised by local residents in the West End area. The draft tram TRO proposals, 
which will require Shandwick Place to become a public transport corridor 
because of engineering and spatial constraints resulting from the introduction of 
the tram, will require general traffic to be routed to adjacent streets. Access for 
loading on Shandwick Place would be permitted in the evening and overnight. 

The detailed design for the tram system is substantially complete, however it is 
anticipated that this process will take a further two months to finalise. Following 
completion of the detailed design the tram TROs will be advertised in the 
summer, when the public will have the formal opportunity to comment or object 
to the tram TRO proposals, in line with the statutory requirements. 

Whilst it is envisaged that these adjacent streets could accommodate the traffic 
increases proposed (as they have done during the current temporary traffic 
management arrangements), local residents have asked for mitigation 
measures which include Charlotte Square being re-opened to general traffic 
from Queensferry Street and Heavy Goods Vehicle (HGV) restrictions. 
Particular concerns have been raised by residents from Randolph Crescent and 
Great Stuart Street. 
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Re-routing traffic on south side of Charlotte Square 
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tie Itd have reviewed the traffic engineering for the tram project for the West 
End area and determined that a suitable traffic management option, which 
would be to allow general traffic one-way northbound on Hope Street, would 
work satisfactorily in traffic management terms. This would redistribute some 
northbound traffic via the south side of Charlotte Square and would particularly 
assist in routing traffic that is heading towards Lothian Road. The west and 
north sides of the square would remain unaltered. 

From preliminary investigation with tie Itd, it is envisaged that the one-way 
alteration for Hope Street could be accommodated within the tram delivery 
programme. A two-way alteration could, if desired, be considered at a later 
date. 

Historically, there has been a presumption against traffic routing on Charlotte 
Square and this has been supported by Edinburgh World Heritage Trust, 
Historic Scotland, The Cockburn Association and The National Trust. 

Given the support from Historic Scotland and other bodies for the previous 
traffic management arrangements on Charlotte Square, it is likely that there will 
be concerns with the increase in traffic on the south side of the square that the 
proposals described above would involve. It is considered likely that these 
concerns could give rise to objections to the tram TROs when they are 
advertised later this year. 

Heavy Goods Vehicle (HGV) Restrictions 

There are only two HGV restrictions based on environmental grounds in 
Edinburgh. There is a 1972 Midlothian County Council Order for part of Currie 
and a 2000 Order for Main Street in Davidson’s Mains. The Council has 
historically limited these HGV restrictions to physical and weight restrictions 
because of their effectiveness in an urban environment and due to the 
enforcement burdens it places on the Police. 

Lothian and Borders Police have raised concerns about the resource 
implications any additional HGV restriction would have, and have confirmed 
that they are not in a position to be able to commit resources and that any 
restriction installed would need to be self-enforcing and not dependent upon 
Police activity in order to be successful. The Police also stated that putting in 
place such a restriction without any mechanism for ensuring compliance will 
raise unrealistic expectations from residents as regards enforcement. 

It is not practicable to install a physical restriction that would be self-enforcing 
that only applies to certain vehicles at different times of the day. A traffic sign 
solution is the only possible way of introducing the HGV restriction. 

A review on HGV access on Queensferry Street has been undertaken bearing 
in mind the concerns raised by local residents and it is now proposed that HGV 
access to Princes Street, via the Queensferry Street bus, taxi and cycle only 
section will be possible at night as part of the tram TROs. This can be achieved 
in operational terms because of the low HGV volumes and the reduced 
numbers of trams and buses on Princes Street at night; however it would 
require support and approval from the Scottish Government for the use of non- 
standard signs at that location. 
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Consultation 

2.13 Consultation is an integral part of the statutory process for TROs. If approved, 
the amended TROs will be widely consulted and particular focus will be 
required for local Community Councils, residents associations, and the heritage 
organisations, including Historic Scotland, Edinburgh World Heritage Trust, The 
Cockburn Association and The National Trust. 

2.14 A further report on the all tram TROs will be brought forward for consideration 
later this year. 

3 Financial Implications 

3.1 To implement the northbound only traffic on Hope Street plus the HGV 
restriction into the tram design and TROs will cost approximately f 50K. This 
can be contained within the tram budget as part of the wider area measures. 

4 Environmental Impact 

4.1 Altering the traffic patterns in the West End by re-routing general traffic onto the 
south side of Charlotte Square will improve the local environment for residents 
on Randolph Crescent, Ainslie Place and Great Stuart Street. Re-routing 
through traffic in one direction onto the south side of Charlotte Square will have 
a minor adverse local impact, but this is considered to be minimal given the low 
traffic volumes predicted. On balance, the benefits on Randolph Crescent, 
Ainslie Place and Great Stuart Street are felt to outweigh the disbenefits on the 
square. 

5 Equalities 

5.1 

6 Recommendations 

There are no adverse equalities impacts arising from this report. 

6.1 It is recommended that the Transport, Infrastructure and Environment 
Committee approve this report and: 

a) agrees to amend the draft tram TROs to allow northbound traffic onto 
the south side of Charlotte Square from Queensferry Street (this will be 
subject to statutory consultation later this year), and; 

notes the enforcement resource concerns raised by the Police regarding 
HGV restrictions and agrees not to implement a part-time HGV 
restriction on the Randolph Crescent route at this time. 

b) 
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Dave Anderson 
Director of City Development 

Appendices 

Contacthelle-mail 

Wards affected 

Single Outcome 
Agreement 

Appendix 1: West End Traffic Management - Routing Drawing 

Andy Conway Tel: 469 3785 
andy.conway@edinburgh.gov.u k 

Ward 11 - City Centre 

Supports National Outcome 11 - ‘We have strong, resilient and 
supportive communities where people take responsibility for their 
actions and how they affect others’. 

This report, which responds to local concerns, allows communities to 
influence decisions that affect their neighbourhood and to improve 
their environment and quality of life. 

Background Papers Traffic Signs Manual 2008 - Chapter 3, Section 5.1 5 
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